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The Twentieth Judicial Circuit Admin-
istrative Office of the Courts continues to 
closely monitor COVID-19. At this time all 
courthouses remain open. 

An update to Twentieth Judicial Court 
Operations is as follows: 

All Civil and Family Law Court Events 
taking place within the Twentieth Judicial 
Circuit shall be conducted by Remote 
Electronic means in lieu of In-Person Ap-
pearances, with the exception of Domestic 
Violence Injunction Hearings. 

Specifically as it relates to Family Law 
pending cases: 

• All Family Law Trials are cancelled 
until further notice. 

• All Family Law Non-Evidentiary hear-
ings shall be telephonic. 

• All Family Law Evidentiary hearings 
may be cancelled or held telephonically, at 
the sole discretion of the presiding judge on 
a case-by-case basis. 

• Domestic Violence Injunction hearings 
shall continue as scheduled, at this time. 

Attorneys, parties and witnesses with 
upcoming trials or hearings are advised to 
contact the appropriate judicial office with 
any questions. The latest memo signed by 
Chief Judge Michael McHugh is attached. 

In addition, Courtroom attendance with-
in all courtrooms of the Twentieth Judicial 
Circuit shall be limited to attorneys, parties, 
and necessary witnesses. There are excep-
tions that may be made by the presiding 
judge on a case-by-case basis. 

All of the 20th Circuit’s Probation and 
Pretrial Services Departments are utilizing 
telephonic reporting through March 27 to 
mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

In a statewide order issued Friday 
afternoon by Florida Chief Justice Charles 
Canady, grand jury proceedings, jury selec-
tion proceedings, and criminal and civil jury 
trials have been suspended for two weeks. 
The order takes effect Monday, March 16, 
2020 and is effective until Friday, March 27, 
2020. A subsequent order from the Chief 
Justice may further extend this timeline. 
This means that jurors do not have to ap-
pear for jury duty during these dates. 

We have added supplemental deep 
cleaning throughout our Circuit to assist 
with the prevention of respiratory illnesses 
from spreading. This includes high traffic 
lobby areas, elevators, security checkpoints, 
and courtrooms. We have also added 
additional antibacterial stations. Informa-
tion from the CDC has also been posted 
throughout our courthouses. 

We are reminding employees about 
proper hand washing techniques, respirato-
ry etiquette, and encourage our employees 
who are sick to stay home. 

Contact the Clerk of Court’s Office for 
additional juror information. 

Please continue to visit our website 
www.ca.cjis20.org and social media @
swflcourts on Twitter and Instagram for 
future updates. 

Twentieth Judicial Circuit  
Courthouses open with limitations

As we continue to monitor the rapidly 
changing situation regarding COVID-19, 
we would like to share updated informa-
tion regarding school closure. 

Today, direction was provided to Flor-
ida school districts that all public schools 
in Florida continue to be closed through 
April 15, 2020. Therefore, Collier County 
Public Schools will be CLOSED to all stu-
dents from Monday, March 23rd through 
Wednesday, April 15th. Additional school 
closures will be re-evaluated in two weeks 
and any changes will be communicated 
as soon as available.

This continued school closure includes 
ALL: 

• CCPS sites
• before and after-school programs 

held at CCPS sites
• Extracurricular activities, including 

athletic practices and competitions, will 
be canceled

• Adult and Community Education 
classes will be canceled

• District leases will be suspended
• Planned District-sponsored student 

in- and out-of-county travel will be can-
celed

Additionally, the Governor has can-
celed ALL state assessments for students 
in Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12.

Collier County Public Schools is ready 
to transition to virtual/online continuous 
learning for students. We will provide fur-
ther details about our Continuous Learn-
ing Plan in an update later this week.

Thank you for your continued patience 
and flexibility while we navigate unchart-
ed territory during these challenging 
times.

From CCPS Superintendent Kamela Patton  
NAPLES, Fla. (March 18, 2020) – More 

than 125 second-graders from Immokalee 
paired up with volunteers to explore South-
west Florida’s unique coastal habitat in a 
fun-filled field trip to Marco Island.

Guadalupe Center’s 28th annual Buddy 
Day was held Feb. 17 at Hideaway Beach 
on Marco Island, where students rotated 
through interactive learning stations, crafts 
and outdoor games led by the YMCA of 
South Collier-Marco. Rangers from Big 
Cypress National Preserve provided envi-
ronmental activities while the Marco Island 
Fire Department offered tours of its fire 
truck and led a fire safety program using a 
large inflatable house. Marco Island Police 
Department shared safety tips and gave 
students pocketsize hand sanitizer. 

“Buddy Day is the first true school field 
trip for many of our students, so our goal is 
always to create a fun, memorable learning 
experience for each child,” said Bob Spano, 

vice president of programs. “Without our 
group of loyal volunteers, the ‘big buddies,’ 
Buddy Day would not have grown into such 
a wonderful experience for our students.”

Buddy Day began with a handful of 
mentors and volunteers, and now in-
cludes a growing number of communities 
and organizations that dispatch teams of 
volunteers to Marco Island. Participating 
communities in 2020 included Hideaway 
Beach Club, Verona Walk, Fiddler’s Creek, 
StoneCreek, Masters Reserve at Lely Resort 
and Esplanade Golf & Country Club. Volun-
teers from Pelican Bay Women’s Club, The 
League Club and Guadalupe Resale Shop 
also lent their assistance.

Transportation for this year’s Buddy Day 
event was once again sponsored by Semi-
nole Casino Hotel.

Immokalee students explore 
SWFL’s coastal habitat

Submitted photo
And they are off to explore the coastal habitat.


