BOARD MEETING MINUTES
January 9 2019
Approved
Present: Charlene Barnette, Jane Stone, Karen Lutz, Suzie Kountz, Ronda Hill, Annalinda
Ragazzo, Linda Cleveland, Sally Kellogg, Julie Wade, Maria Lane, Liz Winebrenner, Melissa
McClayton, Pat Frey, Kerry Riner, Sue Hester, Mary Lou Swartz, Joan Lewis, Anne Thomas, Gigi
Stewart, Susan Harris, Denise Cazobon, Nancy Taylor, Lynne Nordhoff
Excused: Marilyn Bartter, Maryann Dignan
President Charlene Barnette called the meeting to order at 9:30 A.M. EDT and a quorum was
present.
President’s Remarks – Charlene:
Thanks to all of you for doing everything you do to make our League year wonderful! I’m
looking forward to our brunch together following the meeting.

Minutes of December 2018 Board Meeting:
Marilyn Bartter submitted two minor spelling adjustments;
With no other modifications, Julie moved to accept the minutes. Suzie Kountz 2nd; passed
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: ‐ Karen Lutz
Karen noted that the deficit that shows up for Meetings should be for Events (the April event
wasn’t billed until this fiscal year) and will be re‐classified next month.
‐ On the recommendation of the Finance Committee Karen moved that the financial reports be
accepted as presented. Passed unanimously.
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VP Fundraising: ‐ Jane Stone
The planning is coming along very well: 60 table designers are signed up.
If we need more tables, some designers have offered to create two Tables. Gwen Kade is
spear‐heading a League Club table. The tasting will be at the Ritz next week of a menu with a
southern flair. The committee is still seeking a venue for the Patron Party – all ideas welcome
for a location that can accommodate 150‐200 people and permit FineMark’s caterers to provide
refreshments.
The Program Book ads are coming in with the front and back cover done, but they still need
more. The board was asked to help sell ads by asking their hair salons, dry cleaners, stores, etc.
Paperwork should be sent to Joan Lewis at her new email address: joan@naples‐tables.com
Ticket sales for the event are up to 232; the CoF committee is going to touch base with all
donors to ascertain how many seats they’ll want to use at the event.
In answer to the question whether the date could be changed, Jane said that next year’s
fundraiser will be Friday, February 21. The hotels like to wait to see if they can book events
that also require the use of rooms before signing up day events like ours.

VP Development: ‐ Denise Cazobon
As of January 7, 2019, Circle of Friends was at 111 members and a total of $222,000. In 2018,
we had 156 Circle of Friends members and raised a total of $275,000. This year there is a
committee dedicated to the Circle of Friends. The Honorary Chair of the committee is Sue
Benson and the Co‐Chairs are Donna Loomis and Liz Winebrenner, who have been doing an
excellent job. As far as business sponsorships, we are at $38,000 cash sponsorships and
$22,500 in‐kind for a total of $60,500.

VP Communications ‐ Anne Thomas:
Naples Tables ads have been submitted to both Naples Illustrated and Gulf Coast Design +
Decor magazines for February distribution.
Facebook continues to spread our message in amazing ways. I am dazzled by how many
“followers” were engaged on the busiest days of the holiday season. Perhaps just a few minutes
of respite were needed to recharge batteries?
The top three most engaging Facebook posts in the month of December were:
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1. James Farmer photo with Jenna Bush Hager
2. DIAD posted on Christmas Eve – “Santa is Ready”
3. A shared post from James Farmer on how to easily create a holiday centerpiece
Below are the top two most engaging posts from the last 6 months – one with internal message
and one with external message. Both were shared to other Facebook pages increasing the
reach of the message.

Community Liaison Melissa McClayton
There was a small DIAD last evening at Providence House.
In February, there will be chances to help out at NAMI’s new resale shop called Take Two Thrift
Shop; we can also help set up for their Annual Walk in Cambier Park.
Total number of hours for October/November/December 20180 = 209 hours
Total number of volunteers for October/November/December 2018 = 71
Total amount donated to our Period Poverty initiative in November and December = $2100
Education – Maryann Dignan
135 Members are coming to the Membership meeting at Royal Poinciana.
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At February 26th’s meeting we will have Adria Starkey, President of FineMark.

Membership: ‐ Maria Lane
Maria read a brief bio on each of this month’s new members. They are Lindsey Clark, Denise
Fogarty, Alice Gardner‐Boreta, Mary Kowarick, Carol Mandour, Sara Rawson, Maribeth Smith,
Sandra Snyder, and Dixie Wege (re‐instatement).
She made a Motion to accept 9 new members into The League Club. Lynne Nordhoff 2nd;
passed unanimously.
We are up to 40 new members. There are already 26 women invited to come to the February
12th New Members’ Coffee, so Maria is holding 2 events that day.

VP Community: ‐ Susan Harris
Susan handed out a spreadsheet which shows progress to date on the CIC Committee’s agency
contacts, site visits, and presentations. The committee is on track to get 7 presentations in per
week to finish in time for a Board vote, which will be a phone‐in meeting to approve the
agencies being funded in time for the next General Membership meeting.

Events: Sue Hester
143 are signed up for the Naples Sailing and Yacht Club event on January 22nd. Barrie has held
open the registrations to allow Sue to advertise it at the monthly membership meeting on the
15th. There will be seating but no assigned tables; Save My Seat cards will be available at check‐
in. Sue needs some helpers to sell drink tickets which are cash only.
Corresponding Secretary: Pat Frey:
Pat has sent Thinking of You cards to Kathy Johnston and Ginny Adsit. Condolence cards were
sent to Connie Mockenhaupt and Mary Ann Jenkins who lost their mothers.
Interest Groups: Kerry Riner
Kerry would like to get the word out for a new Food & Wine group to be forming soon and
show support to any members who might step up to chair it. There are 35 members waiting to
get into a group; some are waitlisted specifically for one of our existing groups but there are
ample to fill a new 4th one. The Board may take action in the future regarding membership in
the groups to be more fair to those waiting for a spot.
Endowment – Mary Lou Swartz:
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The Endowment Fund balance as of January 3, 2019 is $187,342.
On the recommendation of the Finance Committee, Mary Lou moved that The League Club
Board of Directors approve combining two League Club Endowment Funds held by The
Community Foundation of Collier County by closing The League Club Designated Fund and
transferring those monies into The League Club Endowment Fund. This change will provide
greater accounting clarity. The Board voted unanimously to combine the two funds.

Newsletter Nancy Taylor
Thanks to all for meeting the deadline. To be current, there has to be a quick turnaround. The
next newsletter deadline will be April 30th for a May mailing, which will include all of the Annual
Reports. Please let Nancy know if you’d like to put something in the next edition. She wants it
to be a good blend of fun and service activities so that it will be a nice tool to use in fundraising
as well.

Area Meetings – Ronda Hill
Ronda has almost finalized locations for our March 21 member Area meeting.
These will be held around The League Club catchment area from 4:00 – 6:00; this year the
events will be more social than business, including a brief pitch for CIC members.

New Business;
The Endowment Fund is sponsoring a Sip and Shop at J McLaughlin’s two locations on Monday,
February 4th.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30.

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Wade, Secretary
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