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Community Involvement Committee:
“Heart and Soul” of The League Club

The 2021 Grant Cycle will be completed on February 23rd when TLC
membership votes on the slate of grants presented by the Board of Directors.
The CIC began their diligent work in December with an orientation. In January,
the committee work started in earnest with weekly Zoom meetings plus hours of
preparation work that took place behind the scenes. The 25 women who
served on CIC this year contributed a minimum of 1000 hours toward this noble
endeavor. Through the hard work of the CIC, The League Club will continue to
serve the needs of women, at-risk children and the elderly in our community,
especially this year, with the additional challenge of COVID-19.
Thank you to the following women who gave their “heart and soul” to this
process.

CIC Committee 2020-2021:
Christine Ancey, Marilyn Bartter, Betty Cronin, Judy Dawes, Judy Eissner,
Susan Enlow, Denise Fogarty, Alice Gardner, Mary Giannini, Connie Godley
(VP-Elect Community), Anne Hanford, Susan Harris, Ann Horton, Ann Host,
Sally Kuralt, Maria Lane Arends, Geri McCarthy, Melissa McClayton
Connie Mockenhaupt (VP Community), Linda Nitsche, Annalinda Ragazzo,
Connie Parratt, Gail Reifsnyder, Michelle Thomas, Judith Urban

Education:
Our next General Membership Meeting will be Tuesday, February 23 at 11 AM
on Zoom. This week you will receive your invitation to register for the
meeting. Our speakers for this meeting are Eileen Connolly-Keesler
(Community Foundation of Collier County) and Mary Beth Geier (The Schulze
Family Foundation). They will update us on the impact Covid has had on our
nonprofits in Lee and Collier Counties.
At this meeting, CIC will present the slate of nonprofits receiving this year's
grants. Since we will be voting on this slate from CIC, the presentation by
these two women is a timely topic for our membership. Please plan on joining
us!

Naples Tables 2021:
Last year at this time, we were getting the final preparations in place for Naples
Tables 2020. We had our menu set, hotel ready for our participants, setup
committee ready to go and, of course, seating and registration committees
were all set !!
March 2nd was a perfect day. The weather had cooperated. The tables were
again beautiful. The lunch was delicious and our speakers Alex Papachristidis
and Susanna Salk entertained us with a fabulous video show and stories of
their parties. Another extraordinary event.
How lucky we were to have had our fundraiser because within weeks most of
the country went into lockdown!
It has been a long year and we are having wonderful success with our
reformatted Naples Tables 2021 fundraiser.
We have two weeks to go. Please consider donating if you have not yet done
so. Your participation is vital in helping us “To Serve Our Community In Its Time
of Need.”
Donate

Membership:
Our first New Member Orientation was held last Wednesday on Zoom. It was
so wonderful meeting our new members who were in attendance: Leilani
Brenner, Susan DeCoursey, Michele Eisele, Martha Ferguson, Linda Fifield,
Samantha Gignac, Denise Hale, Mary Harvey, Ann Holmes, Nancy Lee, Mary
Ann Lillie, Mary Murray, Elizabeth Ramsland, Leslie Risley, Cynthia Perthuis,
Kimberly Theiss, Kathleen Weaver. Welcome to The League Club!

Interest Groups:
If you enjoy discussing films and making friends, join the new TLC Films with
Friends group! Watch the show at your own convenience, then meet once a
month for a lively discussion. Meetings will be on Zoom this year due to COVID.
So that each person will have a chance to talk, the first 15 group members to
respond to the email invitation each month will participate in that month's
meeting. The first meeting will be on Thursday, March 4 from 3-4:15pm.
Although we'll usually talk about a movie, our first selection will be the wildly
popular 7 episode Netflix show The Queen's Gambit, about a female chess
prodigy. Email Sara Werder at sarawerder@gmail.com to sign up for the group,
or for more information.

Done in a Day:
Our next Third Thursday Food Drive will be February 25th for Harry Chapin
Food Bank. Below is their list of the 11 most needed items. You may find many
of these items these next few weeks as a two for one offer at your local grocery
store. It's a great way to not only stock your own pantry but also someone
else's!
https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/most-neededitems.pdf

CIC in Action:

Meals of Hope takes a multi-pronged approach to ending hunger in Southwest
Florida and beyond through its meal packing events, food pantries and
distribution of basic necessities. In 2019, Meals of Hope held 154 events
where 8.5 million meals were packed by volunteers; served over 71,000 adults,
children and seniors through its mobile and brown bag pantry locations; and
provided diapers, feminine hygiene and adult incontinence supplies to food
insecure families. The numbers needing the services provided by Meals of
Hope skyrocketed in 2020 due to the pandemic.
The request for funds from The League Club focused on the seven mobile
pantries and the expansion to twelve mobile locations. Fresh food items such
as produce, frozen meats, dairy products, and other necessities were to be
distributed to over 1,400 families weekly at the seven mobile pantries, and by
expanding to 12 mobile locations, they anticipated serving 1,800-2,000 families
collectively. Because of the pandemic, this number exploded to over 3500
families, which is over 100,000 individuals being served already in 2020 by
Meals of Hope.
Support from The League Club enabled Meals of Hope to purchase fresh food
items to support one of the mobile pantries at Max Hasse Jr. Community Park,
which serves approximately 6,000 adults, children, and seniors annually. The
following is a link to a short video from Meals of Hope thanking The League
Club for their generous gift:
https://leagueclub-cic.org/wp-content/uploads/formidable/2/MOHVIDEO-Final.mp4

Have a wonderful week ~

Maria Lane Arends, President
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