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The League Club, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization of women in  

Southwest Florida strengthening communities through  

fellowship, education, volunteerism and philanthropy. 



We distributed $343,743 to 35 deserving agencies in Collier and Lee Counties through our 
Community Involvement Committee.  We presented these grants at our annual Grant Awards 
Briefcase Breakfast, sponsored by FineMark National Bank & Trust. These funds were the profits 
from our 2018 fundraiser, Lesley Stahl: Her Stories Today, and brings the total amount granted 
over the past 32 years to $4,575,435. 

We valued the support of 163 generous donors who became members of Circle of Friends and 
gave a record amount of over $301,000.  Since its beginning, Circle of Friends gifts have totaled 
well over $2 million.  We celebrated the support of Circle members at a beautiful luncheon 
hosted by Anne Thomas at the Port Royal Club. 

We grew our Endowment Fund to over $197,000. 

We enjoyed summer luncheons, a September potluck hosted by Suzie Kountz, the Welcome 
Back Party co-hosted with minor League at Hole in the Wall, a bus trip to St. Petersburg, in 
January a dinner, dance, and floor show at the Naples Sailing and Yacht Club, “Silly-Fillies” girls’ 
night out in February, and we sailed into summer aboard the Naples Princess.  

We enjoyed six very well attended Membership Meetings at lovely venues that featured topics 
ranging from preventing identity theft to estate planning for women to Mark Danni’s journey 
from Broadway to Naples. 

We ushered in a new-to-Naples fundraising event, Naples Tables: A Celebration of Style, Food 
and Fun.  We welcomed speaker James Farmer to the spectacular Patron Party held in the 
beautiful home of member Pixie Messey and sponsored by FineMark National Bank & Trust. 
Mr. Farmer, an author and interior designer, charmed over 680 attendees as the luncheon 
speaker.  Member Jett Thompson from Jett Thompson HOME was our speaker sponsor.       
Sixty-six tables were beautifully decorated by 63 local and out-of-state designers with styles 
ranging from over-the-top elegant to delightfully whimsical.  

We increased the reach and engagement of social media, allowing us to tell our story like never 
before. Social media has fundamentally changed marketing strategies for The League Club as 
well as for Naples Tables’ designers in particular because of the visual nature of their work.  The 
addition of Instagram to our “channels” of communication brought an experiential component 
to our reach and bridged a gap for followers of our Naples Tables designers who could not 
attend our fundraiser.  Our Facebook audience grew nearly 70% to 243 followers.   Instagram, a 
startup this year, achieved just over 700 followers.  A live Instagram feed from Naples Tables 
set-up day reached 12,000 people.  Less than 50% of our Facebook followers are members; 
almost all our Instagram followers are not members.  Our followers can see the full circle of 
what we do, how we raise money and how we give it away.  

We volunteered at Empty Bowls, Naples Senior Center, St. Matthews House, Salvation Army, 
Providence House, National Alliance on Mental Illness, Project Help, Gulfshore Playhouse, and 
Fun Time Early Childhood Academy. 

We welcomed 50 new members and 4 reinstated members, bringing our membership total to 
609. 

We appreciated the support of President Bill Frey and members of The minor League. 

 A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  WE DID THIS TOGETHER! 



We celebrated The League Club’s nominee, Susy Warren, who was chosen as a Women’s 
Foundation of Collier County Woman of Initiative. 

We grieved the passing of eight members: Nancy Peters, Betty Michel, Sue White, Barbara 
Foster, Susan Wolven, Karen Champion, Vivian O. Lake, and Carolyn Schoonmaker. 

Most importantly, we celebrated our “Commitment to Community” and we celebrated each other. 

How exciting it is to read this summary of our League Club year, and how amazing to see how 
far we’ve come in the 32 years since a small group of Junior Leaguers met to discuss ways to 
continue the camaraderie and fellowship each were used to enjoying in their home Leagues.  
With a wide range of backgrounds, careers, interests, geographical locations, and ages, we 
come together in friendship and support of each other and our communities.  It has been a 
great year and we are thankful!   Your participation - at whatever level - helps sustain the 
mission of our organization and contributes to the better good of those in need. 

It has been a pleasure and a privilege for me to serve as the President of The League Club this 
year.  Our Board of Directors is made up of 25 creative and dedicated women who selflessly 
give of their time and talent to ensure the ongoing success of our organization.  Countless 
others serve on committees, volunteer at DIAD projects, and attend our education and special 
events.  To each of you, please accept my most sincere appreciation.  Indeed it has been a 
wonderful year!       

   BALANCE SHEET AS OF MARCH 31, 2019… 

ASSETS 
Checking/Savings $910,248.55   
Security Deposit $        548.00 
Prepaid Expenses $     7,975.00 
Fixed Assets $     1,003.18 
Endowment Fund $197,484.19 

TOTAL ASSETS   $1,117,258.92   

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Current Liabilities $  24,789.48 
Equity  $643,150.76 
Net Income $449,318.68 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY  $1,117,258.92   



       NAPLES TABLES    TABLE  DESIGNERS 

FROM JANE STONE, VP FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
In March 2019, The League Club introduced Naples Tables, a new and fresh fundraising 

event.   Billed as a “Celebration of Style, Food and Fun,” Naples Tables hit all the high notes.  The 
63 designers who decked out the tables elevated “style” to a new level.  The tables were breath-
taking, and each designer seemed intent on out-doing the other.  

“Fun” was definitely to be had when we all walked into The Ritz-Carlton Pavilion with our 
friends and saw what The Naples Daily News described as “a culinary riff on Wonderland---themed 
fantasies with place settings in a paint box of colors.”  One guest described the event as “epic” 
while another said it was better than any Wine Festival event she had attended.  Speaker James 
Farmer captivated his audience— “If James Farmer gets tired of decorating, cooking, entertaining, 
and writing, he could be a stand-up comic talking about Southern women—funny guy.” 

But the true heart of our event was all of us coming together, united in celebration of style, 
food and fun, but also in our commitment to community—in our mission to help enhance the lives 
of others.  And Naples Tables was highly successful in that regard:  our Circle of Friends broke 
records in both number of members and in the amount given—163 donors gave over $300,000. 

We initially budgeted for 600 attendees.  We had 684 people sign up and had to turn 
people away. 
Our new program/resource booklet generated more than $14,000 in ads and easily covered the 
cost of the program with $10,000 left over. 

One of our goals was to create visibility for our organization and expand our constituency.  
We certainly have done this with our addition of over 60 table designers who know more about 
The League Club now and who will help spread the word among their customers.   

And the bottom line is that is that Naples Tables generated a record of more than $420,000 
for our Community Trust Fund. 

The need is great, and we can always do more. But the inaugural year success of Naples 
Tables demonstrates that our members and the community warmly embraced this fresh and 
unique fundraiser. 

PATRON PARTY 
FineMark National Bank & Trust 

BRIEFCASE BREAKFAST  
FineMark National Bank & Trust 

SPEAKER 
Jett Thompson HOME 

SUPPORTING 
John R. Wood Properties 
Mary Cooper 
The minor League 

GOLD 
BNY Mellon 
èBella 
The Marbella at Pelican Bay  
Mercedes-Benz of Naples 
Moorings Park 
Seminole Casino Hotel Immokalee 
WAVV 101.1 FM 

SILVER 
Dunwody White & Landon, P.A. 
The Glenview at Pelican Bay 

MEDIA 
Naples Illustrated  
Naples Daily News 

DESIGN PARTNER 
Design + Décor  
 

SPONSORS 

James Farmer III 



Platinum 
Laurie Champion 

Anne D. Thomas 

Diamond 
Charlene Barnette 
Marilyn Bartter 

Emerald 
Deborah Brittain 
Charlotte Clarke * 
Charlotte Corddry 
Patti Hepburn 
Jane Stone 
Ann Westerfield 

Ruby 
Dusti Beaubien  
Sue Benson 
Susan Brock 
Marcia Carthaus 
Patty Cullinan 
Beth Eckert 
Susan Enlow 
Jennifer Garthwaite 
Joan Janssen 
Donna Loomis 
Kathleen Maier 
Anne Nagan 
Donna Nelson 
Valerie Paro 
Jane Salin 
Sandy Snyder 
Mary Lou Swartz 
Wendy Watkins 
Marge Weaver 
Liz Winebrenner 

Sapphire 
Anonymous 
Genny Adsit 
Bette Aymar 

Betsy Barton 
Jane Borchers 
Kristy Buck 
Trig Cooley 
Joyce Coughlan 
Lisa Crowder 
Nancy Cusick 
Maryanne Dignan 
Mugs Dunn 
Hilda Emerson 
Susie Estabrook 
Kristine Feeney 
Liz Folberth 
Louise Friedlander 
Carol Fullerton 
Connie Godley 
Gale Guild 
Donna Hall 
JoAnn Henneman 
Faye Heston 
Polly Higgins 
Penny Isermann 
Mary Ann Jenkins 
Mary Beth Johns 
Kathy Johnston 
Mary Beth Jones 
Jane Kelly 
Bobbie Kunkler 
Sally Kuralt 
Maria Lane 
Kathy Layden 
Tricia Leipzig 
Mary Beth Leytze 
Celine Lowrey 
Karen Lutz 
Geri McCarthy 
Jeanne McCarthy 
Melissa McClayton 
Paula McNulty 
Susan Moran 
Weezie Morris 
Myra Morrison 
Sandy Morse  
Dianne Murray 

Kim Olsoni 
Suzy Perozzi 
Kathy Peterson 
Kerry Riner 
Judy Ringler 
Linette Schaden 
Susan Schreiber 
Barbara Schroeder 
Pam Sibcy 
Andrea Stewart 
Cindy Baker Strickland 
Betty Thompson 
Sandy Vasey 
Peggy Vogelsinger 
Barbara Westover 
Lois Ziegler 
Mary Ann Zink 

Pearl  
Karen Anderson 
Deirdre Benson 
Nancy Blackburn 
Jean Boland 
Denise Cazobon 
Linda Cleveland 
Mary Cooper 
Jill Cross 
Judy Dawes 
Ann Dietz 
Melanie DiLeo 
Sandy Dubberley 
Gina Finch 
Ginny Fleming 
Cici Freeberg 
Margaret Friis 
Diane Frisicaro 
Lynne Haarlow 
Denise Hadley 
Betsey Harris 
Susan Harris 
Sue Hester 
Susan Hickey 
Claire Hopkins 
Kelly Hutchinson 

Chris Inslee 
Kathy Johnson 
Sarah Johnson 
Gwen Kade 
Jane Kerr 
Suzie Kountz 
Lucy Kuhne 
Susan Latos 
Barbara Ledinsky 
JoAnn Lekas 
Joan Lewis 
Susan Limpitlaw 
Wendy Lord 
Bo Maher 
Kathy Mahoney 
Catherine Malvaso 
Dee McClay 
Donna McGinnis 
Pixie Messey 
Lee Mehnert 
Connie Mockenhaupt 
Ann Nerad 
Jane Perin 
Lauree Personette 
Sonia Pierson 
Annalinda Ragazzo 
Kathryn Rieger 
Connie Roessler 
Joan Shipman 
Nancy Siewert 
Julianne Smith 
Vicky Smith 
Gigi Stewart 
Gail Steinmetz 
Linda Stikeleather 
Jenny Sutton 
Jean Tarkenton 
Nancy Taylor 
Vicki Tullis 
Heidi Varsames 
Julie Wade 
Sara Werder 
Daphne Whitman 
Janice Wilson 

*Deceased



          Pictured Above From left to right back row: Sally Kellogg, Anne Thomas, Lynne Nordhoff, Maryanne Dignan, Julie Wade, 

         Liz Winebrenner, Nancy Taylor. Front row: Karen Lutz, Susan Harris, Marilyn Bartter, Charlene Barnette, Gigi Stewart. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President        Charlene Barnette 
President‐Elect   Gigi Stewart 
VP Communications  Anne Thomas 
VP Community   Marilyn Bartter 
VP Development   Denise Cazobon 
VP Education   Maryanne Dignan 
VP Fundraising Events  Jane Stone 
VP Membership   Maria Lane 
Treasurer   Karen Lutz 
Treasurer‐Elect   Suzie Kountz 
Recording Secretary   Julie Wade 
Area Meetings  Ronda Hill 
Bylaws  Annalinda Ragazzo 
Community Liaison   Melissa McClayton 
Corresponding Secretary     Pat Frey 
Endowment Chair  Mary Lou Swartz 
Events   Sue Hester 
Future Planning   Lynne Nordhoff 
Historian   Linda Cleveland 
Interest Groups  Kerry Riner 
Newsletter   Nancy Taylor 
Nominating   Elizabeth Winebrenner 
VP‐Elect Community  Susan Harris 
VP‐Elect Development  Sally Kellogg 
VP‐Elect Fundraising  Joan Lewis 

INTEREST GROUPS 
Art Appreciation  Kristine Meek 
Book Discussion   Betty Collamore 

Lynne Nordhoff 
Food & Wine    Marcia Carthaus 
Food & Wine Encore  Lauree Personette 

Pat Frey 
Food & Wine Trois  Margaret Dunn 

Joan Lewis 
Foot Loose/Fancy Free  Susie Estabrook  

Kathi Glass 
Interior Design    Margaret Friis 
Investment Group  Mary Beth Johns 
It’s A Stitch   Suzie Kountz 
Mah Jongg   Courtney Price 
Monday Bridge    Roz Jureller 
Pickleball   Sally Kellogg 

THE minor LEAGUE 
The minor League promotes fellowship among the 
spouses and widowers of League Club members and 
supports the efforts of The League Club. 

President  Bill Frey 
President‐Elect    Bob Juster 
VP Membership   Mark Nagan 
Treasurer  Bill Brock 
Corresponding Secretary   Chuck Smith 
Recording Secretary    Rik Lewis 
Program Chair    Ron Tesarik 
Social Events    Jim Cooper 
Past President    Don Snyder 
Director‐at‐Large  Paul Huber 

LEADERSHIP 



In 2019, The League Club distributed $343,743 to 35 local non-profit agencies. 

Able Academy, Inc. 
Baby Basics of Collier County, Inc. 

Blessings in a Backpack SWFL 
Books for Collier Kids, Inc. 

Boys and Girls Club of Collier County, Inc. 
Catholic Charities of Collier County 

Champions for Learning™ 
Collier Child Care Resources, Inc. 

Community Cooperative, Inc. 
De LaSalle Academy of Fort Myers 

Friends of Foster Children Forever, Inc. 
Fun Time Early Childhood Academy, Inc. 

Guadalupe Center, Inc. 
Guardian Ad Litem Foundation, 20th Judicial Circuit, Inc. 

Habitat for Humanity of Collier County, Inc. 
Healthcare Network of SWFL Foundation 

Hope for Families Ministry Corp. 
Laces of Love Charitable Foundation, Inc. 

Legal Aid Service of Collier County 
Meals of Hope 

Naples Lions Club & Foundation, Inc. 
Naples Senior Center at JFCS Naples 

Therapeutic Riding Center, Inc. 
Naples Zoo, Inc. 
New Horizons of SWFL 

PACE Center for Girls Collier, Inc. 
Parkinson Association of SWFL 

Partners for Breast Cancer Care, Inc. 
Path2Freedom, Inc. 

Physician Led Access Network of Collier County (PLAN) 
Redlands Christian Migrant Association (RCMA) 

St. Matthews House, Inc. 
The Immokalee Foundation, Inc. 

Valerie’s House of SWFL 
Youth Haven, Inc. 

2019 GRANT RECIPIENTS 




