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Q & A with TLC President,   Melissa McClayton: 

1. You have now been President of The League Club for more than half
of your term.  Looking back over the last six months, what
accomplishments of TLC make you most proud?

I am so proud that our members have been accommodating and supportive of our Covid policy 
during this very frustrating time in our history.  Maybe the mindset of being aware and supportive of others 
that we developed while growing up and being Junior League members has helped us to adapt to the 
restrictions Covid imposes on us to accommodate not only ourselves, but a more vulnerable population as 
well.   

I am proud of the history, the support and the work  The League Club has accomplished in 35 years. 
Awarding the 35th Anniversary Grant at our Holiday luncheon was so very gratifying. 

I am proud of how our members continue to enable us to serve those in need and honor the women 
before us by continuing their tradition of commitment to our communities. 
2. What activities have been the most fun for you?

Girls Night Out  was a carrot for me the whole summer!!   Ridgway’s is a Naples treasure and being 
outside in the Garden was delightful. 

Working with Fundraising on the Naples Tables invitation was exciting, thinking we might be 
gathered again! 

Having our first meeting at Baker Park in the Pavillion, with the doors open and Dr. Martin 
speaking, was a relief and made me very happy. 

And the beautiful Holiday luncheon was a real treat! 
All of this was extra work for members planning these activities, being mindful of Covid, and I am 

most grateful to them all. 
3. What responsibilities  have kept you up at night?

Feeling responsible for our members’ health and safety in large groups.  The rest of it is general 
overload and worrying I cannot get it all accomplished in time! 
4. Is there one thing about being President of The League Club that has surprised you most?

Feeling so protective of and grateful to our members.  The fact of more work is not a surprise, that 
always happens and it is like a house. . . more work than you think it will be!  Something new will pop up or 
go wrong.  Part of the deal. 
5. Obviously, you are looking forward to a very successful Naples Tables in March, but is
there another TLC activity that you are especially looking forward to in the next four
months?

Does retiring from the position count?   Just teasing. . . 
I am looking forward to hearing an expert talk about the Florida water issue in January at Audubon 

Country Club as well as learning about the art exhibit coming to the Baker Museum and its beautiful new 
architecture in the recent addition ith the new museum director and chief curator in February at 
Kensington Country Club.  We look forward to our last meeting in early May at Club Pelican Bay.  Learning 
new things in our general meetings is a joy. 
6. Is there anything else you want the membership to know about you and your presidency?

I am sincerely grateful for everyone’s shared sense of interest and participation in keeping The 
League Club operating in a way that keeps us all relevant, productive and sharing each other’s company.  
We make an effort and as we “mature” that is not as easy as it sounds. . .making an effort.  I received a gift 
when the opportunity to work with and getting to know the membership better came to me as President.  
Thank you! 

HERE IS TO A NEW YEAR WITH RENEWED INTEREST AND ENTHUSIASM IN WHAT WE ALL 
ARE LUCKY ENOUGH TO SHARE.



A Goodbye to Three TLC Past Presidents 

In 2021 we sadly said goodbye to Marion Gamble, Christine Kruman, and Susan Benson. . . .3 incredible 
ladies. 

Marion was an original member of The League Club, serving as chair of 
Bylaws and Ways and Means and as VP of Membership.  She co-chaired the 
Fashion Show at Saks, which benefitted The Volunteer Center.  She served as 
President of TLC from 1992 to 1994, where she was proud of the commitment 
that the membership made to the community by awarding $30,000 in grants 
to local nonprofits, including St. Matthew’s House, the Women’s Shelter, and 
Fun Time Academy.  Her long career in volunteerism included being 
president of the Naples Community Concert Association and being a founding 
member of the speech correction center as a member of the Junior League of 
Shreveport, Louisiana.   

Marion Gamble

Chris, a TLC member since 2009, was President in 2013-2014.  Prior to her 
presidency, she served as President-Elect, chair of Future Planning, and 
Vice President of Education, while she also was the Director of Major and 
Planned Gifts for The Conservancy of Southwest Florida and was 
responsible for financial growth of the organization.  She was a member of 
Greater Naples Leadership.  Her love of volunteerism was defined by her 
presidency of the Junior League of Canton, Ohio, and by the over 11 boards 
on which she served.  Her connections to her home communities never 
ended, nor did her friendships wherever she lived. 

Sue, a member of TLC since 1994, was a Junior League member in 
Michigan and in Toledo, Ohio.  An ardent volunteer for everything from 
volunteering in her daughter’s high school to being co-chair of Girls 
Scouts of America in Greece, Sue was the founder of our Circle of Friends 
in 2004.  Her love of philanthropy and her idea has brought over $2.86 
million to our Community Trust Fund, which is why we are dedicating the 
18th year of Circle of Friends to Sue.  She stepped into the presidency of 
TLC in 2011-2012, and during that time she was part of the establishment 
of our Endowment Fund.  She, too, was a member of Greater Naples 
Leadership and a 2017 Women of Initiative recipient. 

Christine Kruman

Sue Benson



THE ENDOWMENT FUND - A PERMANENT AND POWERFUL LEGACY 

     League Club members were shocked and saddened to learn of the passing of three 
former League Club presidents - Marion Gamble, Sue Benson and Chris Kruman.  As you 
will note below, many friends chose to honor the memory of these wonderful women by 
donating to the Endowment Fund. What a fitting tribute to recognize their outstanding 
leadership and support of The League Club.  Others who passed have also been honored by 
gifts to the Endowment in their memory.  
      The Endowment Fund was established ten years ago to provide a permanent source of 
resources in order to perpetuate our legacy of supporting and enriching lives of needy 
people in our community.  Gifts, which are tax deductible, may be made to honor or 
memorialize, thank, or celebrate a special person or occasion.  Donations may be made 
online at The League Club website or by check.  For those who shop at Amazon, an easy way 
to donate is to designate The League Club as the charity to receive a small percentage of the 
amount of your purchases.  Sign up at http://smile.amazon.com.  These donations 
definitely add up!  If you have questions, please contact 
Charlene Barnette, Endowment Chair:  charlenebarnette@yahoo.com  

Maria Arends 1
Bette Aymar 1 
Charlene Barnette 1,7 
Pam Becker 3,7 
Floss Bogdan 1 
Bunny Brooks 3 
Marcia Carthaus1 
Mary Cooper 1,7 
Sue Ann Crowley 3 
Carol Fullerton 7 
Denise Hadley 7 
Dee Dee Harris 9 
Penny Isermann 3 
Sally Kellogg 1,4,7 

Susie Kountz 1 
June Kroeschell 
Donna Loomis 1,7 
Brooke Maedel 1 
Susan Mainwaring 1,2,5,6,7,8 
Melissa McClayton 1 
Beverly Metcalf 1,8 
Dottie Meyer 3,5 
Sandy Morse 1 
Lynne Nordhoff 1,6,7 
Mary Olson 1 
Kerry Riner 3 
Anne Russell 1 
Carol Schmidt 1 

Doreen Spidaletto 3 
M/M C.J. Steffen 1 
Linda Stikeleather 1,7 
Mary Lou Swartz 1,7 
Anne Thomas 1,7 
Bonnie Tucker 3 
Heidi Varsames 7 
Marge Weaver 3 
Ann Westerfield 1 
Barbara Westover 1 
Karen Winter 9 
Susie Yoder 1

With gratitude to the following who made contributions to the Endowment Fund in the Fall 
of 2021:

(1) In memory of Sue Benson
(2) In memory of Richard Benson
(3) In memory of Sue and Richard Benson
(4) In memory of Paul Casassa
(5) In memory of Richard Fullerton
(6) In memory of Marion Gamble

(7) In memory of Chris Kruman
(8) In memory of Thomas MacMahon
(9) In memory of Matthew Mosbaugh



TLC AWARDS SPECIAL 35TH ANNIVERSARY GRANT 

The COVID pandemic has wreaked havoc on so many aspects of our society. Humanitarian needs were at the 
forefront of our thoughts in the past year, and The League Club responded with many grants to that end. Now, 
as the vaccinations have brought hope, The League Club believes it is important to focus time, talent and 
resources on the Arts. 
In honor of its 35th Anniversary, the League Club awarded a $35,000 one-time grant to an 
organization that offers programs which support the Arts and the contribution that the Arts bring to 
feeding the minds and spirits of children, seniors and the underserved in our community: 

LIGHTHOUSE OF COLLIER 

PROCESS: 
35th Anniversary Advisory Committee Members: Co-Chairs Annalinda Ragazzo and Julie Wade, TLC 
President Melissa McClayton, Past Presidents Charlene Barnette and Maria Lane Arends, Past CIC 
Members Geri McCarthy and Gail Reifsnyder. 
The focus of the 35th Anniversary Grant is the Arts and the contribution that the arts make to feeding 
the minds and spirits of children, seniors and the needy in our community. Further, as we all know, 
the Arts have been particularly and uniquely affected by the pandemic. 
In essence, the Committee followed the grant selection process used by Community Involvement 
Committee. Sixteen agencies submitted Letters of Intent by the May 26 deadline. On June 7 the 
committee met to screen these agencies and select those agencies that would move forward in the 
grant selection process. Six agencies were selected. All submitted full grant proposals by the deadline 
of June 29. Thereafter, the full committee conducted site visits via Zoom with representatives of all 
six agencies in early to mid-July. The Committee met on July 15 to reach a decision. This was not an 
easy choice as all six agencies presented engaging, well-developed arts initiatives focused on different 
need groups in our community. 
On September 1, the TLC Board of Directors approved the Committee’s recommendation to award 
the League Club’s 35th Anniversary Grant to Lighthouse of Collier for the Art and Music Studio in the 
agency’s new expanded location. 

WHY THIS PROJECT? 
Lighthouse of Collier is the only agency in Collier County that provides specialized art and music 
classes for vision impaired adults and students. Lighthouse students range in age from pre-school 
children to high school seniors.   The Lighthouse provides support to vision impaired students 
enabling them to fully participate in school bands, orchestras and to pursue music as a course of 
college study. Lighthouse of Collier collaborates with FGCU’s music school.  In addition to music, 
adaptive art classes are also offered. 
 The Art and Music Studio Proposal from Lighthouse of Collier provides an innovative mix of 
instructional and tangible benefits, thus closely matching our guidelines.  Our grant money will be 
used to provide tangibles for the Studio including instruments, art supplies, much needed storage, 
music software, and Braille materials.

For more information about 
Lighthouse of Collier and to read truly 
inspirational stories of those who have 
been helped by this agency, go to 
lighthouseofcollier.org.



CIC 

Community Involvement Committee 2022 

“Heart and Soul” of The League Club 

The work of the Community Involvement Committee is now in full swing.  We began to meet as a full 
committee with our December 2nd Orientation meeting.  Orientation included a presentation by 
Eileen Connolly-Keesler, President and CEO of the Community Foundation of Collier County about 
the “Vital Signs of Collier County”.  This report is updated every year and always contains information 
very pertinent to the work of CIC.  In addition, we were joined by Caroline Brennan, Supervisor of 
Mental Health Supports for Collier County Community Schools, who gave a very informative and 
interesting presentation on the mental health issues facing students in our community and how the 
schools are responding.  This tied in nicely with the focus area of CIC for 2022.  The guidelines for this 
year state that  special consideration will be given to projects that address mental illness and the 
emotional hardships the COVID crisis has brought on the most vulnerable of adults, children and the 
elderly in our community.  

Following Orientation,  committee members began to complete their site visits in preparation for 
committee meetings which start on January 3rd.   This year the committee will be reviewing 30 
agencies in Collier and Lee counties.   Agency proposals address areas of assistance in each of The 
League Club focus areas: education, healthcare and the arts.  Seventy seven percent of the proposals 
address at-risk children, 53% at-risk adults and 37% at-risk elderly in Collier and Lee counties.  The 
total requested amount of the proposals is significantly more than the funds available for distribution. 
Therefore, the CIC will have some very difficult decisions ahead. We are confident that the diligent 
work of the committee will lead us to put forth the proposals which best address the crucial needs of 
people struggling the most in Collier and Lee counties and to fund projects which will do the most 
good for the citizens of our community. 
The League Club will invest more than $400,000 in our community! 

Thank you to the following 31 women who will contribute more than 1200 hours to 
represent each of us in this noble endeavor: 

Connie Godley 
VP-Community

Judith Eissner

VP Elect-Community


Christine Ancey 
Jane Arbuthnot 
Marilyn Bartter 
Leilani Brenner 
Susan DeCoursey 
Maryanne Dignan 
Judy Eissner - VP 
Elect Community 
Judi Embrescia 

Susan Enlow 
Alice Gardner 
Mary Giannini 
Connie Godley 
Gale Guild 
Denise Hadley 
Anne Hanford 
Nancy Hughes 
Sharon Kaltenborn 

Judy Kunisch 
Karen Lutz 
Melissa McClayton 
Connie Mockenhaupt 
Cinny Murray 
Linda Nitsche 
Connie Parratt 
Dana Ragiel 
Carol Shepard 

Julianne Smith 
Gail Steinmetz 
Emily Sturman 
Ellen Vanderburg 
Marcie Watts 



The Development Committee has been busy meeting on Zoom and reaching out to sponsors for 
Naples Tables, The Goodness of Gathering.  We are so appreciative to our sponsors and to date 
the Committee has raised $133,500 in cash commitments.  Sponsors partner with The League Club to 
help our nonprofits through our fundraising campaign.  Benefits to Sponsors include their name and 
logo on The League Club website, a link to their company website and recognition on our social 
media sites and in League Club communications.  We are always looking for new Sponsors, so if you 
know of anyone, a neighbor or a business that you frequent, please contact Diane Frisicaro, VP-
Development, at dfrisicaro@gmail.com or 716-481-9688. 
I am delighted to announce the following Sponsors to date: 

2021-2022 CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Presenting  Sponsor 

Anonymous Friend of The League Club 
Patron Party Sponsor 
FineMark Bank & Trust 

Grant Awards Briefcase Breakfast Sponsor 
FineMark Bank & Trust 
Signature Sponsor 

Patina Collection/Design 
Printing & Graphic Design Sponsor 

John R. Wood Properties 
Speaker Sponsor 

Bonnie Nageon de Lestang (Premier Sotheby’s International Realty) 
Family Foundation Charitable Donor 

Bill & Sandy Snyder Foundation 
Premier Sponsor 

Anonymous Friend of the League Club 
Welcome Reception Sponsor 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
Valet Sponsor 
Ferrari of Naples 

Supporting Sponsor 
The minor League 

Designer Hospitality Sponsor 
Up For Grabs 

Gold Sponsors 
Building Dreams Foundation  

Direct Travel Luxe (with Abercrombie & Kent and Seabourn Cruises) 
Jett Thompson HOME 

Lantz Collective 
Lux Home Design International 

Moorings Park 
Truist Bank 

Silver Sponsors 
Aston Gardens  

BMO Wealth Management 
Capital Wealth Advisors 

Florida Gulf Coast University 
Media Sponsors 

Florida Design 
Naples Illustrated 
WAVV 101.1 FM 



The buzz and the excitement begin as we count down to Naples Tables, the 
Goodness of Gathering.  Our Naples Tables Public Relations Team, Christina 
Inslee and Anne D. Thomas have accomplished the FIRST EVER spread that 
The League Club has published in Naples Illustrated!!!  Look for the February 
issue!!! Amazing for Naples Tables 2022!!!  Thanks ladies for all of your 
talents.

We now have 48 tables but we would love to include another 10 to 12 tables. 
With only 6 weeks left, if you know of a business or designer that you would 
like to be approached, please contact immediately Ann Horton 
jogger2308@gmail.com  or Sandy Snyder  sandysnyder1443@gmail.com. 

Our designers represent a delightful and exciting range of talent, and you will 
not be disappointed  in the lavish, unique tablescapes to be created for our 
enjoyment.  Table viewing begins at 10:30am. 

Circle of Friends has been generously supported by our membership. Now we 
need to know the names of those who will be attending if you have not already 
done so.  Mail in your response card or email The League Club
office@leagueclub.org , Donna Loomis aloomis8@aol.com or Liz Winebrenner 
lizwinebrenner@gmail.com .

Individual tickets are now on sale.  We have not yet sold out but we are very 
optimistic that we will do so shortly.  So, don’t wait to get your ticket.  We 
don’t want you to be disappointed.

For your information      
The Ritz Carlton recently confirmed that 100% of employees are required to wear masks and their 
temperature is taken daily when arriving for duty.  Most are vaccinated and the remaining have health 
constraints for vaccinations. 
Committee chairs will be contacting volunteers for the committee they volunteered for last summer. 
Thank you for volunteering and being a part of Naples TablesTeam!!!

Ann Horton 
VP-Fundraising

  March 2, 2022
             A fundraising luncheon at
        The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort
 featuring designer, Bunny Williams



SO MANY INTERESTING AND FUN EVENTS 
TO FILL YOUR CALENDAR

DONE IN A DAY 

Naples Players Blackburn Hall   January 11 7:00-10:00
Naples Art & Design Expo  January 20 & 29 
Naples Uptown Arts Festival  January 22 & 23 
Gulfshore Playhouse  February 17 
Artful Arrangements  (Design District)   February 22 & 23 
Mardis Gras at Paradise Sports Complex February 26 
For details and to register, go to leagueclub.org 

MARCH 2, 2022 

Preview Party February 28 

TIME TO PARTY 
Welcome the New Year Cocktail Party  Hole
in the Wall Club January 14  5:30-7:30 
(Hope you were there.  It was a blast!) 

End of Season Party Dinner Dance at
Collier Reserve  April 19   

NEW MEMBERS

New Members Coffee by Zoom February 1
Details to follow 

New Members Luncheon  April 1 Bayside Grill & Bar 

New Members Happy Hour    TBD

For more details and to register, go to leagueclub.org

OTHER EVENTS 

Interest Group Chairmen  February 1 
2:00  Sara Werder’s home                
277 Gulf Shore Blvd. S 

Area Meetings  March 14  4:00 -5:00 
Various  Locations 

Briefcase Breakfast  (By Invitation ) 
April 8   8:00am                           
Naples Sailing & Yacht Club



FLORIDA’S TREASURE 

BREAKFAST WITH COURTNEY 

Join TLC members and Courtney for breakfast. 

February 25, 9:30-11:30, Kensington Country Club, $42/person. 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
Be sure to register.  You won’t want to 

miss these interesting meetings.

Claire Hopkins 
VP-Education 

Let’s take a journey with water guru Dr. Paul Julian from the Conservancy of 
SWFL and the Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation. Dr. Julian will 
introduce us to Lake Okeechobee, the Caloosahatchee River and our coastal 
environment.  How are they interconnected?  What’s being done?  What is 
the future of South Florida?   
Bring a guest! 

 January 19, 4:00-6:00, Audubon Country Club, heavy appetizers, cash/
credit card bar, $39/person. 

FINAL TLC MEETING OF THE SEASON 

Lunch at Club Pelican Bay, May 5,  11:00-1:00, 
Speaker TBD   $49/person

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Lunch at the Naples Yacht Club, April 5, 11:00-1:00, 
  $52/person 

Courtney McNeil became Museum Director and Chief Curator of The 
Baker Museum last spring and brings a new eye to this Naples gem.   
She will share the beautiful architecture of the new structure and 
highlight the spring 2022 exhibition season.



MEET YOUR NEW MEMBERS

Pat Warnken 
JL: Central Westchester 
Mentor: Andrea Stewart 

Mary Feldman 
JL: Chicago, Birmingham, MI 
Mentor:  Nancy Taylor

Julie Lassus 
JL: Fort Wayne,IN 
Mentor: Judy Dawes

Colleen Bassett 
JL: CharlottesvilleLondon 
Mentor: Carole Whittemore, 

Vicki Walker 
JL: Los Angeles,Chicago, 
Evanston 
Mentor: Mary Keith McDonald

Marcia Buchanan

JL: Chicago, London

Mentor: Penny CattrellCaro Parsons


JL: Chicago

Mentor: Mary Ann Lillie

Beth Amer 
JL: Akron 
Mentor: Kathy Petrenko 

Marie Buckley, VP-Membership



THE GOODNESS (and fun) OF GATHERING

Girls Night Out Paint the Town Red   October 27 at Ridgway’s   We  certainly did!!!

FIRST General Meeting in person since February 2020! 
November 15 at Baker Park.  Members enjoyed a trolley ride 
to the park and a box picnic lunch.  Dr. Paul Martin, president 
of FGCU gave an informative and interesting program on the 
many great education programs available there.  Claire 
Hopkins put her committee to work in every way.

Holiday Luncheon at the Royal 
Poinciana Club was a treat for our 
membership as we enjoyed beautiful 
centerpieces, delicious and artful food 
and entertainment by a talented jazz 
quartet.  Plus we awarded our 35th 
Anniversary Grant to Lighthouse of 
Collier, Inc.  Gathering is Good!



The League Club, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization of women 
in Southwest Florida strengthening communities through 
fellowship, education, volunteerism, and philanthropy. 

  Mailing Address: PO BOX 413005-203, Naples FL  34101-3005 
Office Hours: 9 a.m. - Noon or by appointment (Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday)

239.353.3100 
Email: office@leagueclub.org 
Website: www.leagueclub.org 

Facebook @TheLeagueClub   Instagram @naplestables 

The League Club 
PO BOX 413005-203 

Naples, FL 34101-3005 


