
 
 
                   BOARD MEETING                                                                                             
                                                        Wednesday, September 7, 2022 
                                                                    Zoom 9:30AM                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                            Approved 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT:  Denise Hadley, Mary Ann Lillie, Claire Hopkins, Donna Lindberg, Michelle Thomas, 
Andrea Stewart, Mary Giannini, Julie Farah, Julianne Smith, Charlene Barnette, Julie Blanton, 
Christine Haney, Maryanne Dignan, Susan Harris, Melissa McClayton, Joan Lewis, Carole 
Whittemore, Gigi Stewart, Annalinda Ragazzo,  
 
ABSENT:   Sarah Johnson, Nancy Taylor, Sue Hester, Sandy Snyder, Judy Eissner, Susan Hickey 
 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: President Denise Hadley called the meeting to order at 9:31 AM.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE BOARD MEETING:   
MOTION:  I move to approve the June 1, 2022 Board meeting minutes. 
Made by Susan Harris, Seconded by Charlene Barnette. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE JULY BOARD MEETING: 
MOTION:  I move to approve the July 28, 2022 Executive Board meeting minutes. 
Made by Mary Giannini, Seconded by Julianne Smith. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Julie Farah presented the financials as of July 1, 2022. The Finance 
Committee recommended to increase the amount of the Emergency Fund to $100,000. 
MOTION:  On the recommendation of the Finance committee, I move that the June 1, 2022 
financials be accepted as presented. 
Motion made by Julie Farah. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 



 
 
ACTIVE AGENDA 
 
BYLAWS: 
Charlene Barnette made the following motion to change the Standing Rules: 
Per the recommendation of The League Club’s Finance Committee and Board of Directors. I 
move that The League Club’s Standing Rule under Fiscal Policy #1, Emergency Fund, be changed 
to the Following:  “There shall be $100,000 in the Community Trust Fund earmarked as an 
Emergency Fund.”  The rest of the wording under Emergency Fund remains the same. 
 
The floor was opened for discussion.  It was noted that the Finance Committee will discuss 
replenishment of the fund in the future in case it is needed. 
The MOTION as stated above was Seconded by Carole Whittemore, and passed unanimously. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:   Mary Giannini put forth five member resignations. 
MOTION: I move to acknowledge the resignations of the following based on non-payment of 
dues:  Deborah McColluch, Mary Elizabeth Thompson, Betty Vonachen, Suzanne Synnott, Susan 
Jones. 
Mary reported the resignation of one other member, 
MOTION:  I move to accept with regret the resignation in good standing of Sandra Jackson. 
Motions made by Mary Giannini, Seconded by Julie Farrah. 
Both motions passed unanimously. 
 
Mary put forth the following new members: 
Motion:  I move to accept into membership of The League Club: Joan Ai, Michelle Tricca, Louise 
Brown, Catharine Willmer, Barbara Danquist. 
Motion made by Mary Giannini, Seconded by Claire Hopkins. 
Motion passed unanimously. 
Membership totals after all motions is 578. 
 
CIC:  Claire Hopkins gave a brief report in the absence of Judy Eissner.  In June, an invitation to 
submit a letter of intent was distributed to over 250 agencies in Collier and Lee Counties.  Later 
this fall, the Screening Committee will meet and discuss the agency applications and vote on 
the 30-35 finalists who will be asked to submit a full grant proposal. 
 
COMMUNITY LIASON:  Annalinda Ragazzo followed the recommendation to schedule more 
DIAD projects earlier in the season when members have fewer commitments.  Accordingly, 
projects are scheduled starting in October and continuing through March. Eight are currently 
scheduled and as the season progresses, there will be a full schedule in keeping with our 
mission objective of volunteerism. 
 
NEWSLETTER: Susan Harris called for material by early October so that the newsletter can be 
distributed in mid-October. 



 
AREA SOCIALS:   Julianne Smith called attention to the name change from “Area Meetings”.  A 
Board member will be scheduled to attend every social which will be comprised of attendees 
based on their past state Junior League membership.  Attendance in the past has averaged 20% 
and the Socials will be held on March 28, 2023. 
 
EDUCATION:  Michelle Thomas shared that rising costs caused by inflation will drive an increase 
in our luncheon pricing and venue rental.  The November meeting speaker is Lizzie Post and her 
most recent book may be offered for sale. 
 
DEVELOPMENT:  Donna Lindberg reported that to date we have a total of 12 sponsor commitments 
totaling $152,000.  Lengthy discussion in the full Development Committee and the Circle of Friends 
Committee resulted in recommended changes to the Circle of Friends Levels and Benefits for Naples 
Tables 2023.  The changes occur in the cost of Pearl, Sapphire and Ruby levels with the addition of one 
new level Opal at $1,900, which gives two tickets for the Evening at Naples Tables.  The Emerald, 
Diamond and Platinum levels will have evening tickets included in their packages as well. 
MOTION:  Upon the recommendation of the Development and Circle of Friends Committees, I move we 
accept the proposed changes to Circle of Friends Levels and Benefits for Naples Tables 2023. 
Motion made by Donna Lindberg, Seconded by Susan Harris. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
FUNDRAISING: Andrea Stewart provided the following updates for Naples Tables 2023: 

• Invitations are in process and should be received by mid-November.   
• The program design is progressing with a goal to increase advertising.    
• The certificate of insurance is pending for the Patron Party.  
• Two hundred designer packets have been distributed with a contract in process for 

roughly half.   Sale of wares from their tables is being discussed. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Denise Hadley, President, asked for discussion on the “save my seat or table” 
process which is practiced at Membership Meetings.  She felt strongly that a more welcoming 
environment has to be created.  One suggestion was to identify Board Members and seat a 
Board member at every table. 
 
Denise also reported that our COVID Policy for the coming year would be that “We encourage 
our membership to be vaccinated.” 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:12 AM by President Denise Hadley. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carole Whittemore 
Recording Secretary 
 
 


