
 
 
                   BOARD MEETING                                                                                             
                                                           Wednesday, October 5, 2022 
                                                                    Zoom 9:30 AM ET                                                                                                                                          
                                                                         Approved 
 
PRESENT:  Denise Hadley, Mary Ann Lillie, Claire Hopkins, Donna Lindberg, Michelle Thomas, 
Andrea Stewart, Susan Hickey, Mary Giannini, Julie Farah, Julianne Smith, Charlene Barnette, 
Julie Blanton,  Maryanne Dignan, Susan Harris, Melissa McClayton, Joan Lewis,  
Gigi Stewart, Annalinda Ragazzo, Judy Eissner, Sandy Snyder, Carole Whittemore 
 
ABSENT:  Nancy Taylor, Sue Hester, Christine Haney  
 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS: President Denise Hadley called the meeting to order at 9:33 AM  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING:   
MOTION:  I move to approve the September 7, 2022 Board meeting minutes. 
Made by Susan Harris, Seconded by Gigi Stewart. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MEMBERSHIP:   Mary Giannini put forth one new member application. 
MOTION: I move to accept the application of one new member:   Margaret Lemon. 
Mary reported the resignation of one member. 
MOTION:  I move to accept with regret the resignation in good standing of Mariane Smith. 
Motions made by Mary Giannini, Seconded by Andrea Stewart. 
Both motions passed unanimously. 
 
Membership totals as of October 1, 2022 after both motions is 579. 
 
 
The current status of events as a result of Hurricane Ian, and reported by several Committee 
Chairs, will have an impact on all our committee work in the near future.  President Denise 
Hadley pointed out how timely the approval of the $100,000 Emergency Fund by the Board at 
our September meeting had proven to be.  She called for a round table discussion on how to 
use all or part of that fund and to whom it should be given. 
 



ACTIVE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION: 
 
Susan Harris recommended consideration of the Collier Comes Together Hurricane Relief Fund.  
Charlene Barnette asked that we address Lee Couty as well and the Collaboratory United Way 
of Lee County was suggested.  It was felt that these two agencies would address the most 
immediate needs caused by this disaster.  Each agency would be given $25,000 for a total of 
$50,000 from the Emergency Fund. 
 
Further discussion followed on the timeline for restoring the funds to the Emergency Fund and 
the need for a ByLaw review on that issue and emergency usage in the future.  Denise stated 
there will be no collection made from the Membership at this time so as to focus on our 
fundraiser and Circle of Friends. 
 
MOTION:  The amount of $50,000 will be taken from the Emergency Fund with $25,000 given to 
the Collier Comes Together Hurricane Relief Fund and $25,000 to the Collaboratory United Way 
of Lee County. 
Motion made by Susan Harris 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDRAISING:   
Donna Lindberg expressed concern about asking for money at this time in light of the disaster.  To date 
$182,500 is committed, with $82,500 in hand.  But will the remainder be able to be given?  The Board 
felt that it would be appropriate for Donna to reach out to our donors to emphasize they are in our 
thoughts and If we could help them in any way to please let us know. 
 
Andrea Stewart will be meeting with the Ritz fo discuss issues that may have developed and will need to 
be addressed.  The committee moves forward with planning. 
 
The Circle of Friends Letter signed by Denise Hadley will be revised and breifly delayed based on when 
the invitation is able to be printed.  The mailing with be followed with an email to cover the internet 
outages currently existing. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:47AM by President Denise Hadley. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carole Whittemore 
Recording Secretary 
 
 


